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Native seeds are ideally suited to germinate outdoors in containers. For many native plants, germination outdoors is often better than when seeds are sown in a greenhouse. With outdoor propagation, seeds germinate when the conditions are optimum for each species. For some, that’s in the frosty temperatures of early spring and others in the heat of summer.

Sowing the seeds
Native seeds can be sown thickly (planted close together). Label with the name and sowing date. A good rule of thumb is to sow the seeds to the depth of the thickness of the seed. Seeds that are fine and dust-like are barely covered (if at all). After sowing, cover the seeds with coarse sand, which is preferable to potting soil as the sand helps keep the seeds from splashing out in the rain. Sand also allows light through.  Fine or tiny seeds need light in order to germinate.

Germination
Each native seed has its own timetable for germination. This is very different from cultivated plants such as vegetables and annual flowers which have been bred and selected for rapid germination. In wild plants, seed germination is often variable. Some seeds will germinate immediately while others germinate irregularly over a period of weeks, months or even years. This reproductive strategy is advantageous for a wild plant because offspring are dispersed over time.

Outdoors
All seeds can be sown and placed outdoors in fall or winter bypassing the need for an artificial indoor cold stratification (refrigerator) required for some species when planted in spring. This is the simplest method.

First growing season
Many native seedlings can stay in the original container for the first growing season. If the seedlings seem overly crowded, they can be gently divided and re-potted the first summer. Otherwise, wait until the following spring to transplant seedlings to their new home. Don’t forget to keep the plants labeled. When transplanting, clump 3-10 seedlings together. This ensures that there is more than one individual; the new planting will have some genetic diversity and be able to produce viable seed. A diluted fertilizer every other week will keep seedlings healthy and strong.

Overwintering seedlings
If you are overwintering seedlings in containers, the plants need protection from weather extremes and windburn, just as a consistent snow cover supplies to a garden. Multiple layers of a winter-grade Reemay covered with white plastic works well. The plants should be frozen before covering, otherwise rodents may choose your covered nursery as a perfect nest site.

Resources:
Seeds:	Wild Seed Project (wildseedproject.net/),
Prairie Moon Nursery (www.prairiemoon.com/),

Videos:	For a workshop refresher watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Suui7AJnSs
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BG09rbJY-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrxPptlU5kk&t=957s
Instructions:	wildseedproject.net/how-to-grow-natives-from-seed/
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Step 1 – Prepare the container
Containers: Use sturdy plastic or clay pots that can last more than one season. Milk jugs are also ok-
but make sure to remove the top after germination otherwise the jugs will become too hot for the seedlings.
4 to 6 inch pots are a good size.
Potting soil: Compost-based organic soil is best.
Press soil down to remove air pockets. Use another pot to firmly pack the soil.

Step 2 – Sow the seeds
Seeds:  Use a white saucer to hold the seeds first, then dump the seeds into your palm and sprinkle them like salt over the soil.
	You might use an entire pack of seeds in one pot because a pot can hold up to 200 seedlings.
Check resources for seed sources.
Labels: Use plastic labels (which last) mark the species name & date with pencil. Push label down into pot.
Sand: Use course builder’s sand (which is textured, not fine) purchased from a hardware store. Make sure there are no additives.
Sprinkle the sand over the seeds to the depth of the seed thickness.
For tiny seeds sprinkle just a little sand so you can see the soil.

Step 3 – Water
Water: Use a watering can with rain nozzle. Water lightly before taking outside to hold soil/sand in place.
	No need to water during the winter. Water after germination – usually April.
Water as needed through the growing season - but don’t overwater.

Step 4 – Put Container(s) outside
Level ground in shade covered with wire mesh:
Placing containers on level or flat ground to avoid disturbance from heavy rains.
Shade keeps soil moist prior to germination.
Cover with wire mesh to protect pots from rodents and other critters.
Window screen is fine, hardware cloth w/1/4 to 1/2 inch holes, don’t use chicken wire—holes too big.

Step 5 – Watch for Germination
Water and move into the sun:
	Germination usually begins late March to May. Once germinated, you will need to check watering needs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Move into the sun or part sun, but not immediately after germination. Wait until the seedlings have set roots.
	Moving too soon will cause the seedlings will dry out.

Step 6 – Transplanting
Transplant to larger container:
Don’t plant seedlings in the ground in spring. Let them get larger over the summer.
	Those which are large enough can be transplanted in September.
	Others can winter over and grow more the following year.
When transplanting to another container,
Dump the entire mass of seedlings into a larger container and let the seedling mass expand outward.
Dividing up seedlings individually slows growth and it’s not necessary.

Some materials reprinted from the Wild Seed Project (wildseedproject.net)
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